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CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in title 15 section 5202. 

§ 1801. Congressional findings and declaration of 
purposes 

(a) The Congress finds that— 
(1) the availability of adequate supplies of 

strategic and critical industrial minerals and 
materials continues to be essential for na-
tional security, economic well-being, and in-
dustrial production; 

(2) the United States is increasingly depend-
ent on foreign sources of materials and vulner-
able to supply interruption in the case of 
many of those minerals and materials essen-
tial to the Nation’s defense and economic well- 
being; 

(3) together with increasing import depend-
ence, the Nation’s industrial base, including 
the capacity to process minerals and mate-
rials, is deteriorating—both in terms of facili-
ties and in terms of a trained labor force; 

(4) research, development, and technological 
innovation, especially related to improved ma-
terials and new processing technologies, are 
important factors which affect our long-term 
capability for economic competitiveness, as 
well as for adjustment to interruptions in sup-
ply of critical minerals and materials; 

(5) while other nations have developed and 
implemented specific long-term research and 
technology programs to develop high-perform-
ance materials, no such policy and program 
evolution has occurred in the United States; 

(6) establishing critical materials reserves, 
by both the public and private sectors and 
with proper organization and management, 
represents one means of responding to the gen-
uine risks to our economy and national de-
fense from dependency on foreign sources; 

(7) there exists no single Federal entity with 
the authority and responsibility for establish-
ing critical materials policy and for coordi-
nating and implementing that policy; and 

(8) the importance of materials to national 
goals requires an organizational means for es-
tablishing responsibilities for materials pro-
grams and for the coordination, within and at 
a suitably high level of the Executive Office of 
the President, with other existing policies 
within the Federal Government. 

(b) It is the purpose of this chapter— 
(1) to establish a National Critical Materials 

Council under and reporting to the Executive 
Office of the President which shall— 

(A) establish responsibilities for and pro-
vide for necessary coordination of critical 
materials policies, including all facets of re-
search and technology, among the various 
agencies and departments of the Federal 
Government, and make recommendations 
for the implementation of such policies; 

(B) bring to the attention of the President, 
the Congress, and the general public such 

materials issues and concerns, including re-
search and development, as are deemed criti-
cal to the economic and strategic health of 
the Nation; and 

(C) ensure adequate and continuing con-
sultation with the private sector concerning 
critical materials, materials research and 
development, use of materials, Federal ma-
terials policies, and related matters; 

(2) to establish a national Federal program 
for advanced materials research and tech-
nology, including basic phenomena through 
processing and manufacturing technology; and 

(3) to stimulate innovation and technology 
utilization in basic as well as advanced mate-
rials industries. 

(Pub. L. 98–373, title II, § 202, July 31, 1984, 98 
Stat. 1249.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 201 of Pub. L. 98–373 provided that: ‘‘This title 
[enacting this chapter] may be cited as the ‘National 
Critical Materials Act of 1984’.’’ 

§ 1802. Establishment of National Critical Mate-
rials Council 

There is hereby established a National Critical 
Materials Council (hereinafter referred to as the 
‘‘Council’’) under and reporting to the Executive 
Office of the President. The Council shall be 
composed of three members who shall be ap-
pointed by the President and who shall serve at 
the pleasure of the President. Members so ap-
pointed who are not already Senate-confirmed 
officers of the Government shall be appointed by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
The President shall designate one of the mem-
bers to serve as Chairman. Each member shall 
be a person who, as a result of training, experi-
ence, and achievement, is qualified to carry out 
the duties and functions of the Council, with 
particular emphasis placed on fields relating to 
materials policy or materials science and engi-
neering. In addition, at least one of the members 
shall have a background in and understanding of 
environmentally related issues. 

(Pub. L. 98–373, title II, § 203, July 31, 1984, 98 
Stat. 1250.) 

§ 1803. Responsibilities and authorities of Coun-
cil 

(a) Primary responsibilities of Council 

It shall be the primary responsibility of the 
Council— 

(1) to assist and advise the President in es-
tablishing coherent national materials poli-
cies consistent with other Federal policies, 
and making recommendations necessary to 
implement such policies; 

(2) to assist in establishing responsibilities 
for, and to coordinate, Federal materials-re-
lated policies, programs, and research and 
technology activities, as well as recommend-
ing to the Office of Management and Budget 
budget priorities for materials activities in 
each of the Federal departments and agencies; 

(3) to review and appraise the various pro-
grams and activities of the Federal Govern-
ment in accordance with the policy and direc-


